EARL J. POMERLEAU POCKET PARK
Over the years
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OBSERVATIONS:

Wildflowers present
Good site drainage, no visible low spots

Visibility issues througout park
Two existing entry points
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Many Invasive species and dead trees on site
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ANALYSIS:
- With good positive drainage, park

lends itself to many potential uses.
- Clearing underbrush, limbing up

healthy trees and removal of invasive
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EARL J. POMERLEAU POCKET PARK
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Earl J Pomerleau’s Legacy

Junie 2017 - PARE 4

MEET YOUR NEIGHBORS: THE POMERLEAU As | write this, | imi sisting with Afloa
CLAN wince 1
Martin Eaecke grandchi

Our neighbors a1 the edge of Windsar Park on Northeast  308Wer Lo e
e, neross the street firom Androws Elementary, the Farl 251 through o rough oight ar a relapse.
1, P cou family hes resided bere since 1972 Wiih sleep on the family couch for weeks ut
ik
£l

Back then Windsor Park was relatively white

St b hey were 4 2 e ncries, and pasd an emsotional price for i
taking care of the recovery populstion, Aflon helping the

Prolice. After all the years of trouble, it became cloar sbe had W
sell the property. That's when she found out about the
city's park program. Al & significant loss she sold the
Tamid with the express condition that the park bc_n:mnl
after her father. 1t scems poetie naw that a park will exsst
i the most socially shinned par of Windsor Park, named
for the man who brought wsderstanding and help 1o u
popalation osee shunned. Kudos W the Pomerieau C lan.

Please sendd me sugpestions for sarics;  mwlweckeid
hotmait.com o call 312,536,465

Which brings me fo the point of this story. Windsor Park
now has a new green space: The Earl J. Fomerlean

education. I 1972, Earl was recraited by the State of 5 BeEed
Texas MUMR sy répe Park on Pattan Lane. Thes is becaise Earl's davghicr

Earl Pomerleau was a ploncer of alcobol treatment and

sl Malena sold her two acres of Fatton Lane jo the City of
e el i, which has promised to cventually pul moncy inke

et &t :'w development of the park space. Flcase see the Parks

AA supgart ayaem for Austin, Texss, and Mexico. e i

eredited with saring ever 150 AA meetings, which still o000 e iohe the el Sl W,
operate sy, alfecting thowsands of people. Acconding 150" [0 T8 Pungalow b & GIANT yord
1o & colleague, Farl was responsible for the discussion Haviug grown up 16 Windsor Pack, sticading ;
rosp format ol AA meetings that Is the porm today; b po, o ot Rieapun sobools, she wanted 1o stay close to
also started the very first non-smaking meetiog. Earl wat "y o ber sisters sl live in Austin and Shelly is
> . D:u‘s still in WP,

mmmmm e update on page 10 for more info

Pation Lase conteins o collection of mm-down apartment
omplexes. Over the decades, this street has heen the site
WIS 0f drug deals. robberies, murders, and the darker side of
saciety. Malenn recounts multiple stories imvolving the
P~

ngeof &1, police arresting people in her yard [Continu ed on p. 9]

— City of Austin Purchases Land
Fall 2013

Neighbor Cesar Benavides brought the land to the attention of Austin City Council
when it was for sale by Mr. Pomerleau's daughter, Malena Pomerleau-Peterson, who
agreed to sell to City of Austin on the condition that the park be named for her father.

Spring 2017

WPNA Parks Committee Chair and neighbor Jeanette Swenson begins to
strategize with Austin Parks and Recreation about how to activate the
park for public use. She makes a call for action with the neighborhood
association and kicks off all current work. In May of 2017, the WPNA
votes to adopt Pomerleau Pocket Park.

— Watercolor Mappening
Fall 2017

In September WPNA President Meghan Dougherty works with
Austin Atlas for a mappening and tree identification watercolor-
ing workshop at Pomerleau Park. This is the first public activity
hosted in the park since its purchase!

Jesse Neumann, from PARD Urban Forestry, attends to help with
tree identification. Attended by about 20 neighbors. Begin
visioning exercises to gather input for the park.

— It’s My Park Day
Spring 2018

In preparation for this volunteer day event, Jesse Neumann and PARD Urban
Forestry raise the canopy into the park and clear more downed limbs.

On March 3rd thirty volunteers turn out to help their new park, a big turning
point for the project! We hold our first formal visioning exercise for the park
and received many varied, thoughtful suggestions, creating a community
feeling for the park and its potential. Other projects that day include: build a
small crushed granite semicircle to define an entrance into the park, mulch
large pecan tree and several other trees. Volunteers prune, weed, and fertilize
roses that remain along the fence from the Pomerleau’s garden.
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— WPNA Awarded Neighborhood Austin

Parks Foundation Grant
Fall 2018

Neighbor Kyle Girten works to get WPNA awarded the APF Neighborhood
Grant, allowing for the park space to be treated for invasive species. Texas
Conservation Corps and American Youthworks will clear invasives in
mid-October. High on the list is the poison ivy that has kept volunteers out of
the park over recent months.

— WPNA Awarded Austin Parks

— Public Input Meeting Series

Meeting 1: September 2018
Meeting 2: December 2018
Meeting 3: February 2019

— Windsor Park Neighborhood
Association Begins Park Activation

— It’s My Park Day
Fall 2017

November 4, 2017: Citywide It’s My Park Day event sponsored
by Austin Parks Foundation. Jesse Neumann and Amanda
Hancock from PARD Urban Forestry cleared deadwood and
raised the canopy to make park a safe work space. Volunteers
cleared the fenceline to provide a line of sight into the park.

Foundation Design Service
Park Master Planning Process Begins

A huge leap forward! The WPNA Parks Committee embark on a journey with landscape architects Katie
Robillard from Austin Parks Foundation and Charles Mabry from the Austin Parks and Recreation
Department to design the Master Plan for Pomerleau. This artifact will ensure we get public input, fundraise
and build in a phased process with the city’s approval, all while keeping a shared vision for the community.
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L— Coming soon...!

It’s My Park Day
Saturday November 3, 2018

1906 Patton Lane

Join us at Pomerleau Pocket Park for a day of volunteering
and get to know the park! Activity to include mulching of
newly liberated native trees and sowing wildflowers.
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